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He opened their 
minds . . .

Reading the Scriptures through God’s eyes
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Our Reading of God’s Word
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The Divine Service
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Meeting Jesus
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Meeting Jesus
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Assumed Pattern of 
God’s Mission to World
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God’s Reading of His Word
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Who proclaimed God’s Kingdom to Rahab?
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Intrinsic to the Gospel 
are the wings that carry it 

to the ends of the earth.
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God’s Pattern of 
His Mission to World
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“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.”  Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, and that repentance to the forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of 

these things.”  (Luke 24)
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Luke tells us that with these words ‘Jesus opened 
their minds so they could understand the Scriptures,’ 

or, as we might put it, he was setting their 
hermeneutical orientation and agenda.  The proper 
way for disciples of the crucified and risen Jesus to 

read their Scriptures is messianically and missionally”

(Christopher Wright, 2006:30)
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“To this day I have had the help that comes from 
God, and so I stand here testifying both to small 
and great saying nothing but what the prophets 

and Moses said would come to pass:  that the Christ 
must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from 

the dead, he would proclaim light both to our 
people and to the Gentiles.”

                        (Acts 26)

Focus on Jesus
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God’s Missionary Story

God’s Kingdom Rule

Priests for the World
Opposed by Satan

God’s Kingdom Comes

Co-Heirs with Jesus
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The Stories within the Story
God BeginsGod BeginsAgain

Co-Heirs with Jesus
Opposed by the
Devil, world, &
our flesh

Priests for the World
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God’s Mission to the World

Israel Israel

The NationsAdam | Seth | Noah
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