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ποιμαίνωPastor

Shepherd the flock of God 
that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 
not domineering over those in 
your charge, but being 
examples to the flock.

1 Peter 5:2-3
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Pastor

The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want.

He makes me lie down in 
green pastures.
He leads me beside still 
waters.

He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of 
righteousness
for his name's sake.

Psalm 23
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The focus of the 23rd Psalm 
is the relationship of the 
sheep and the shepherd.

Psalm 23

Pastor
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Psalm 23

But….

What about the owner’s 
purpose for the sheep?

Pastor

The focus of the 23rd Psalm 
is the relationship of the 
sheep and the shepherd.

57

The first, in Latin; which we published lately, called the 
Formula Missae…
But He endowed the office of the ministry with all 
manner of tongues, so that the Apostles could speak to 
the people wherever they went. I should prefer to follow 
this example; and it is right also that the youth should be 
practiced in many languages. Who knows how God will 
make use of them in years to come? It is for this end 
also that schools are established.

-Martin Luther, The Introduction to the German Mass

Pastor
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What is the desired outcome 
of the pastor’s care for the 

sheep?

Psalm 23

Pastor

What is the desired outcome 
of the pastor feeding the 

sheep?
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But it is necessary to have such an Order for the sake of 
those who are to become Christians, or are to grow 
stronger; just as a Christian has need of baptism, the word 
and the sacrament not as a Christian (for, as such, he has 
them already), but as a sinner. But, above all, the Order is 
for the simple and for the young folk who must daily be 
exercised in the Scripture and God's Word, to the end that 
they may become conversant with Scripture and expert in 
its use, ready and skillful in giving an answer for their faith, 
and able in time to teach others and aid in the 
advancement of the kingdom of Christ.

-Martin Luther, The Introduction to the German Mass

Pastor
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When pastoral care is 
separated from God’s 
purpose for the sheep:

Pastor

• People become disengaged
• People can feel useless
• Programs become the end 
rather than the means to an 
end

• Pastors risk burnout
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Ephesians 4:11-16
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 
each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Pastor
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Shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not 
under compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for shameful 
gain, but eagerly; not domineering 
over those in your charge, but being 
examples to the flock.

1 Peter 5:2-3

Pastor
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ποιμαίνωPastor

Shepherd the flock of God 
that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 
not domineering over those in 
your charge, but being 
examples to the flock.

1 Peter 5:2-3
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